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BUENOS AIRES POR ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, PINS, PINT 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OP THE POREIGN MINISTER 

1. MAURICIO BORGONOVO'S BODY WAS POUND IN THE LATE HOURS OP MAY 10 
ON THE OUTSKIRTS OP SANTA TECLA (SUBURB LIVE MILES PROM SAN SALVA- 
DOR). HE APPARENTLY HAD BEEN EXECUTED BY HU PPL CAPTORS 

AT APPROXIMATELY 1700 HOURS THAT SAME APTERNOON. THE EMBASSY 
HAS HEARD THE PULL TEXT OF A FPL COMMUNIQUE EXPLAINING ITS 
ACTION. THE MESSAGE CLAIMED: 

THE GOES QTE A PASCIST MILITARY DICTATORSHIP UNQTE HAD 
CLOSED ALL AVENUES TO FURTHER NEGOTIATION, DESPITE NATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL APPEALS THAT IT DEAL WITH THE RANSOM DEMANDS; 
THE GOVERNMENT SHOWED ITS BAD FAITH BY INCREASING ITS RE- 
PRESSIVENESS, WITNESS THE BRUTAL EVENTS AND DEATHS OP MAY 1; 

THE PPL HAS DEMONSTRATED ITS GOOD WILL BY GIVING 
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THE GOES AMPLE TIME TO CAREPULLY CONSIDER ITS OPTIONS, 

AND LISTEN TO THE WILL OP THE PEOPLE. SINCE THE GOES DECISION 
WAS TO DENY THE EXISTENCE OP POLITICAL PRISONERS, 

NOT LISTEN TO WORLD PLEAS (POPE, UN SECGEN, ETC), AND ENGAGE 
IN PURTHER REPRESSION, THE FPL HIGH COMMAND HAD CARRIED OUT 
THE EXECUTION. 

2. THE PPL THUS STUCK TO ITS ORIGINAL DEMANDS TO THE END. 
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THESE WERE: THE RET .EASE OF PRISONERS; NEGOTIATION IN FULL 
PUBLIC VIEW; ACCESS TO THE MEDIA FOR ITS COMMUNIQUES; AND NO 
SEARCH FOR THE KIDNAPPERS. THE GOVERNMENT COMPLIED WITH THE 
LATTER TWO PENDING ITS DECISION ON THE BASIC QUESTION OF WHETHER 
OR NOT TO NEGOTIATE. AFTER THE PRESIDENT'S APRIL 
29 ANNOUNCEMENT THAT HE WOULD NOT NEGOTIATE, THE GOVERNMENT 
IMMEDIATELY BEGAN WIDESPAREAD POLICE SEARCHES AND UTILIZING STATE 
OF SIEGE PROVISIONS TO PROHIBIT DEMONSTRATIONS AND OTHER MANIF- 
ESTATIONS OF OPPOSITION. 

3. TWO FPL COMMUNIQUES WERE ISSUED AFTER THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 

THE PRESS CARRIED SHORT EXCERPTS, NOT THE FULL TEXTS. YESTERDAY, 
MAY 10, THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS CARRIED AN QTE EXPLANATION UNQTE 
THAT BECAUSE OF THE STATE OF SIEGE CURTAILMENT OF FREEDOM 

OF THE PRESS, THE GOVERNMENT WOULD NO LONGER PERMIT PUBLICATION 
OF COMMUNICATIONS OF POLITICAL STATEMENTS FROM QTE CLANDESTINE 
ORGANIZATIONS OF WHATEVER TENDENCY UNQTE. THIS WAS THE REASON, 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT WENT ON, THAT THE PAPERS HAD HAD TO REFUSE TO 
CARRY ADS BY INDIVIDUAL PERSONS AND GROUPS. 

4. COMMENT. THE GOVERNMENT'S HARD ATTITUDE, REFLECTED IN ITS 
ADAMANT REFUSAL TO NEGOTIATE, ITS INITIATION OF SECURITY 
FORCE SEARCHES AND ROADBLOCKS, 

AND THE NASTY EVENTS OF MAY I, MUST HAVE BEEN READ BY 
THE FPL AS A CHALLENGE TO ITS RESOLVE AND COMMITMENT. 

YESTERDAY'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE GOES WOULD 

NOW DENY THE FPL ACCESS TO THE MEDIA MIGHT 

HAVE BEEN THE FINAL DETERMINANT IN THE TERRORIST DECISION 

THAT IT HAD TO EXECUTE, AS PROMISED, ITS PRISONER. 

LOZANO 
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